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Advent thru Christmas Sermon Series:
OThe Pat h of L e a:

Advent is the season that reminds us that Christ has come as a baby among us to become our Savior and ¢
that Christ will come again to bring aemend t o s
Kingdom. So, in this Season of Advent and Christmas, we are reminded that we are disciples of the One w
come again, and as such no matter how young or old we are that God works through our frailties and our st
about His continuing will. God does not seek the path of least resistance (doing everythigd himself), but see
Hi s creationéus!

Dec. 3 (1 st Sunday idluked?s5 o0 Never too OI do

Dec. 10 (2 nd Sunday ilAleeHB@B O Never t oo Youngao

Dec. 17 (3rd Sunday inlAlgek8% o1 n t he Mi dst of Lifebod

Dec. 24 (4 th Sunday in Advent &amp:- 813Gstnmas\Ewee3hip Servicebléke d46o0d i s Movi ngo
-11: 30 a.m. Worship Service: Ch

oWhat Has Pastor Wil liams Bee
= //7 From July 20&tbber 2017 Pastor Williams has done:
~~ T

Hospital Vidité
In Home/Nursing Hond8 Visits
Training Evéats

In addition Pastor Williams meets with the Worship Team b2 30o miegtdorthirays at
Clergy Group for Breakfast on Tuesday Mornings, attends the monthly meetings of

//a
AL
tee and Administrative Council, atterdhklthen&atings of the Trustees, and attends the

terly meetings with the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee. Pastor Williams is currenthysttitking on for
crest to identify the Vision and DirectionRastdillégvésams is in his ofmelf2zgoivionday thru Thuesdhigis

day off is Friday.

H.A.S.P

HASP is going strong and starting to feel the excitement of the holidays grow within the clailineith We have
the children having Adventure Bibles to read along with Pastor Justin in the Bible Discovergntime, they learr
erals in Science and even painted a few during Art, Cooking class is always looked forwayd to with great ar
learned to brown beef and cook macaroni for an easy and delicious casserole!th_at;&eg alﬁ with
their families. We will be having a Family Dinner for all the kids and their famiigs- §e er 14th
and the some of the volunteers are busy making special pillows for each of the chilgih to take home
for Christmas. The HASP staff would like to, once again, thank each and every g . for your pray-
ers, time and donations that help make this program successful. God is at wo of these
children and itds because of youl! ! Ik ;

Thank you!!! Debbi Bliss



® Pags

Consecration Sunday

We had a great crowd and an excellent response during our Consecration Sun e are a
most giving and generous Congregation and God will bless our many gifts and ange,

i mprove and enrich peopleds |ives t Ir C
Our giving enables our Church to do what God calls it to do to help people and 1cial
stewardship also helps individuals grow spiritually. It is a wonderful opportunity row

our relationship with God by faithfully managing all that He has given us and by ow
Godds ministries in our Congregation..2nd _Commun
Thank you to our entire Congregation for your many generous commitments. T finitely

continue to spread Godoés | ove and t 9FOK 2F éews

dza S g K
A NOTE TO THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM: IAD 282dz KI ¢
Many, many thanks to all of you for your participation, support, ideas, suggestic CV),S A PSR nika ]
our Consecration Sunday Celebration a huge success! Each of you was an in zTucéﬁ_{Séﬁflx&bﬁérﬂ F

u ; a

thank you so much! Dag 3N} O8 A
Cindy and John B§iilmank you both for taking on the entire Celebration Lunchec @ NJA 2 dz& FF 2 N
delicious and wonderful event. Your tireless work paid off immensely and Ithin I Y@ 2y S 1ghLIS |

enjoyed the lunch! Thank you both! uK se & K2 dz IQV
Fa 2yS @0K2 a

Charlotte Fields and Greg &Téngtok you both for excellent talks in supportofgen. § KS G@SNE g 2

Your heartfelt sentiments truly reflected the role of the Church in enriching lives D2R® | $ezy

Thank you! aSNpSaz (KSe
R2 a2 oAUK

Charlotte and Michaeld-Téidsks to both of you for setting up and assisting withtl 3 § NEy 3G K D2 |
Kathleen and Doc H@Hukayk to both of you for your time and energy to set up, ¢ Q ARSAZUKE U A

: GKAy3a D2R Y
| I o A
after the luncheon! That was huge and very much appreciated!! LINT KiKNR dr3 K

Linda Holla@&thank you for being there to support with the financials and provide WS & dza [/ KNI

final tabulation process! K AVY ,6 SA 0KS ,
FYR 0UKS LJ2g¢
Stephanie Seréethank you for being such a great partner in the coordination of SOSNI I ¥R S

reports and final tabulations needed for Consecration Sunday. Thank you, too, 10r ai o1 your support and
help on a daily basis! You are the best partner ever!!

Kevin Northridgehank you for all of your patience and support during the year as
evolved. Thank you, too, for all of your efforts to help at the Luncheon! As alwi k and |
appreciate you!!!

With a grateful heart,

Vicki Northridge
Stewardship Chairperson
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Reenergize Your Prayer Life With A New Practice
A UMC.org Feature by Joe lovino*

oLord, teach us THiscanpea harg at first betaase itsgwaral miputeg kisten ®r-God.
guest of Jesug (Luke_ll:l CEB). M@@mﬂm& Set gtl_méjs fomBites, or Mukensory Prayer

who lack confidence in our prayer findssaske relarumgjc or sound effects
the same of our pastors and othershahwill mark the time. Then be quiebgag@ing other senses in prayer prov
seem to have a better handle on tmassjuirthe presence of God. effective for many. Through the centu:
itual discipline. ries, Christians have looked at candle:
smelled incense, and held onto beads
crosses, and more as they prayed.

As United Methodists we know the
ofworks of piétg prayer. The third
ofJohn Wesl|l eyds
odistChurelas t o cont
upon all the or
examples he offered with this rule
OFamily and pri

A creativepway tchdo something simila

to pray while working a piece of clay i
.yeur mands@oiemagogrdg-

manity and sinfulness. The clay remin

us that God is constantly shaping us il

vessels of the Holy Spirit. As Jeremial

Learning to pray is like learning to
watched a potter shape and reshape

bicycle. What we can learn from a book or _ )
class is not enough. Proficiency Coﬁqggerlsp/acmg ourselves in the frésence he heard th

of God. Twss notalwaysrequire 1 Nt he potterds h

word$hoto by Courtney Carmody,®éufr € 6 ( Jer emi ah 1
Additionally, because prayer is a fc}@?)pc];?//ckr
communication, there isinditsad|

technique. Each of us needs to findP68RI1 Prayer

unique style. Breath prayers are another way to

Spending a day or season invigordflREEydare of God's presence. T -
prayer life is time well spent. ExpefiRiEihis as near as the air we brea

with some +ieyou ways of praying. X@emmon way to practice breath
might be surprised to find what woske R@gtepeating alsingieayer with
for you.. each breath. As you inhale addres

Be still with something
Then, as you exhale, express a request to

You dondt necesgyyi kychead WL S ankifie Ml B matkobnen;
Esalm 46 God tell§ his people whqy\l{eerﬁ er e Ig ampl es h alights, invisQus fe,@riyasrwe Geaikd
usy trying to plkegageg 'em'yo“&r L0 n !
Now know t hat IS%mrg?d!q’eQP?n%' WZ%:—%) L%f e(%bga%ﬂl_/'agz‘gr,céﬂﬁegy
’ Tkime

t
7 joy, 6
CEB). Sometimes we need to stopnpgrforw-o ur way, 6 and Odﬁaoﬂ n;z‘/n%/g.n e , hea

ing for God and Rec‘péamﬁelpﬁéye%heeacﬁ bréafr}gbydinth is another helpful tool
focusing prayers. A labyrinth is a path

through practice.

Labyrinth Prayer
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marked out in a field, painted in a pRsKING od petitions we might not yaiRk @ with God.
on our own.

lot, or shown on a tapgbu walk
while you pray.

While a labyrinth may look like a m
not. It is a single path leading parti
into the center, and back out.

While entering the labyrinth, praye
focused on confession. Participants
pause in the center to read scripturt m—

Ignatius of Loyolacerit6tly

cleric and theologian, taught what he
callethe Daily Examen. The Examen
asks the believer to share with God
that for which you are thankful, mo-
ments you recogni :
in the events of the day, your short-
comings, and to ask God to prepare

you for the day ahead.

sing, or worship another way. On tm

out of the labyrinth prayers for others, Find your way
self, and anything else that occupie&fagNg while reading the Bible can
mind are offered. expand the topechft in prapgo- As there are many ways to communi-

0 by Lance Cpl. Austin Goacher, eaigesjth those closest to us, so too

. . . fi
Since labyrinths are not readily avail e .
) . oivVikimedia Commons. there are numerous ways to pray.
a finger labyrinth makes a great substi- o _
ute. You can pray thisatireeayer  Praving the Psalms, for exampldéalist is not comprehensive, but

while slowly tracing the path with ydtit t address every emotion. PrajfiRy @ placédegin exploring
fingePrint a finger labymutiyive it a M@ Mpghificauke 138 will  Prayer methods.
try. lead us in prayer for the poor angfrd some time developing a richer

. pressed. Many scriptures such agalgs life by finding what works for
Or, if you would rather walk, pray S'Q"{P@ya healings foll ¢ hisRvA &llGv |u%(§ize Paul

while strolling around your neighbortlapg’dand others, may deeply Sp?@brt@onversations with God.

or on a nearby hiking trail. our needs, help us to praise, or remind _ _ .
. Spend some time developing a richer
us of a promise of God.

pr ayer -ehdargizeyor and
Another great source of prayer is th&ray by checking in with Geeéhversations with God.

Bibldraying the scriphaes long
tradition among the faithful.

Praying scripture

You may also pray by simply ché&ekisygritwas first published on February
with God at the end ofAkeyday. <% 2015

Prayerfully read a passage by stoppimght callfriend or family member

every line or so, and praying what gostds chat about what is going on in

to mind. This can stretch us to bringyber life, you can have the same con

THE LORDO3®S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. AMEN
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The Bridge Builder

BY WILL ALLEN DROMGOOLE

An old man going a lone highway,
Came, at the evening cold and gray,

To a chasm vast and deep and wide.
Through which was flowing a sullen tide

or.ser (1 countr
Iotecting our freedt
But he turned when safe on the other side 4 :
And built a bridge to span the tide.

The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
The sullen stream had no fear for him;

In Honor of Our Veterans

oOl'd man, 6 said afellowd)llgr|m nea

. _ h have s |’ ped t he
OYou are wasting your SAn&c?chthth'ésk}géoH?mnaugutaAné’s' ng h
Your journey will end with the ending day, Sunward I8ve climbed and

You never again will pass this way; split clodtsnd done a hundred things You have not drear

Youbve crossed the ch aofiwheeledanaspareg ang swungdigh, in the sunlit sile

Why build this bridge ™%Veviendi nigherieqel0gve chase
my eager craft through footless halls of air.

The builder lifted his old gray head: 0 Up, wup the long delirioc
Good friend, in the p8a¥eRheghtswiheasygace,wherg ”eHeé_'a“%%r PV
0There f otayowed afterer%eglte flew; and, while w

untrespassed sanctity of space, put out my hand and to

A youth whose feet must pass this way. the face of God. 6

This chasm that has been as naught to me ) ) ] ] ) )
High Flight was composed by Pilot Officer John Gillespie

Magee, Jr., and American serving with the Royal Canad
Force. He was born in Shanghai, China in 1922, the son

To that faiaired youth may a pitfall be;
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;

Good friend, | am bui ls@gnapgaredtshreberebatandVeseiorh Gilesple MAY
Source: Father: An Anthology of Verse father was an American and his mother was originally a
(EP Dutton & Company, 1931) Ish citizen.

"Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and

our shield. For our heart is glad in him, because

we trust in his holy name. Let your steadfast love,

O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
Psalms 33:222
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MARK YOUR CALEN |A Thanksgiving Service

ur Annual Cluster Thanksgiving consisting of Zion
Eastland UMC, and Hillcrest UMC will be on Tuesday,
ber 21at 7:00p.m. at Zion UMC, 8700 Courthouse Ro

Advent/Christmas StUdy Spotsylvarfayou have any question, please see Past

In this study we will be growing together in our relattFEmpY RS-
God by understanding His promises. The Adult Small Group and
B.B.B. classes will be combined for this Advent/Christmas Study at
led by Thomas Holland. This is a five week study beginning this to

Sunday, Novenfber 19 '
Salvation Army Bell Ringers

Our church will be ringing the bell for *-~_C-"-1tio
Army on Tuesday, Debantier Eagle V [T
Giant. A signsheet will be posted on t SALVT
board where you can indicate your pri .,\A

during that du may sign up as an indi....%., «
couple or a tperson teanh minimum of two people VWl
assigned to each shift. Initially, we are plaourishifia tWe.:
but, judging from past years, we will probably have enoud

ful 2
70

€

Hanging of the Greens

Hanging of the gredses amilSatur-

day, December 2, 8:30 a.m. We will h
breakfast together first and then we
will decorate the Sanctuary for Chrisi
mas. All help is needed! If you have .
guestion, please see Barbara Felt.

teers to allow for shorter shifts. The schedule will ?:&oﬁéd on i
Wigtinas Eve Service

November 26th. Please come out and help. It is
Michael Fields, Salvation Army Advisory Board

An Invitation from Zion UMC

Merry Christmdslow that you are beginning to plan fo
Christ season, practicing cantatas, planning services
preparing for this Holy time/éé year.too. Part of our pr
ration is the portrayal of a Livingheadatégisnday, De-
cember 17th frdpn®Ve would love to have ydhgowillus:
provide the costumes, snacks and we will try to keep

warm or . :
cool éwhat eveWe ha*reebeewgarwttybI£e éﬁf\l&erSMISSIOn Tl’lp

in our faith growth as e e i,S 'S [ 0.S. .t nd.e
their pen, listen to the songs of the local group of ho\r,néeas\é%gb?e@ate Mr the nextFE’ SalVador l\%sélonel'rlp. Ju

students (FAYM) and see the wondrous and lighted f2048-gMQiR&formation will be sent out soon. In the me
children and their f ami |youhaveangqgueastionsspledseqontactiRev. Graig Myl
Christds birth story. | pastorycraigm@gmailiedintor abl e t o com
pageant, and we hope you can, please add us to your list of events .

during the Christmas season. If you have questions, 86430 church
Carolyn Messer, facilitat66380034e¢ll, 06466582 7035071587 cell
836&ome. | hope that you can be a part of this blessed time and

help tell the always wonderful, enticing, and life changing Living Na-
tivity. Sincerely, Carolyn Messer, facilitator Zion UMC
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Dates to Remember;

Hillcrest UMMie United Methodist Women daytime group meets the 4th Wednesday of each montl
The evening group , O.W.L.S. (Our Women Living Spiritually), meets the 4th Tuesday of each mc

Hillcrest UMMh e Uni ted Met hodi st Men meet the 2
on Rt. 1 near the 195 exchange. (Any change of location will be announced in the b

E.D.G.HMYThe Youth Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of &80 mantAlirgouti3@ades 5
are invited to be a part of the youth group. If you have any questions please see Stephane Serrett

Boy Scout TroopMeets here at Hillcrest every Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m. If you |
guestions, please see Tom McArtor

Kids Corner:

Ibringyou__ __ ____ _ __ _
*Kkke BRoOela
of great that will be for

- . Today inthe
V% Pe kD) ¥%e




